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FRANK, HALLS 
 

Private, 6527 
2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Helions Bumpstead 
Date of Death: Wednesday, 26th August 1914 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 35 years 
 
Frank Halls was the first soldier from Haverhill to be killed in action in the First World 
War.  The Halls family came from Helions Bumpstead where Frank’s parents, 
William and Mary Ann nee Webb, were born, in the 1830’s, and married on 4th April 
1857. 
 
In 1861 William an agricultural labourer and Mary a slop maker were living in the 
village at Glasshouse Yard, with their two daughters Elizabeth and Lydia.  Five more 
children, all sons, followed before they moved, in the mid-1870’s, to 21 Eden Road, 
Haverhill.  D. Gurteen & Sons had recently built the houses for their workers, who 
now included Elizabeth & Lydia.  There were to be 3 more sons to complete the 
family of nine children, Frank the youngest was born in 1879. 
 
By 1901 his parents were living alone at 21 Eden Road, but family were nearby 
including eldest daughter Elizabeth, married to John Baker, living with their seven 
children at 28 Eden Road.  Frank’s mother Mary Ann died in February 1903 and a 
few months later he enlisted, at Haverhill, joining the 2nd Battalion Suffolk Regiment. 
 
The 2nd Battalion served in Burma 1903-1906, and in Aden 1906-1907.  Frank was 
in 'A' company in 1906, the Battalion returning to England in 1907.  It is doubtful 
whether Frank saw his father again as William died in April 1907.  It seems Frank 
completed a seven year engagement, as in 1911 he was living with his sister 
Elizabeth and her family at 28 Eden Road and working as an agricultural labourer. 
 
With the declaration of war on 4th August 1914 all reservists were recalled and 
Frank rejoined the 2nd Battalion who’d been in Ireland, embarking for France on 
13th August.  The Suffolk Regimental History recalls: 

 
On August 20th a message from His Majesty King George V was read 
to his troops on parade.  The following morning the whole division set 
out along the edge of the Mormal forest and marched a hot and dusty 
journey of seventeen miles.  On all sides the soldiers were welcomed 
with wild enthusiasm. 

 
On the 23rd another long march in the heat, brought them to the old town of Mons 
and they were ordered to reinforce the front line along the Mons canal.  Meanwhile 
the Germans, in great strength, were advancing rapidly.  That evening the troops 
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were ordered to retire, beginning the ‘Retreat from Mons’.  After 2 days, marching 
some 40 miles, they reached Le Cateau and flung themselves down to rest. 
 
On the 26th August, Frank’s Battalion and others were ordered to stand and fight at 
Le Cateau, temporarily halting the enemy advance and so prevent them all being 
overwhelmed.  For nine hours they held firm under incessant bombardment but at 
length a rush of enemy from the rear bore down all resistance and the Suffolk’s and 
their comrades were overwhelmed.  They had fought to the very last. Private Frank 
Halls died that day. 
 

He is commemorated on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, one of nearly 4,000 
men who died around that time and who have no known grave. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
His brother and sisters laid a wreath at the unveiling of Haverhill Memorial. 


